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ORIGIN OF LOW-ANGLE NORMAL FAULTS

Ren Jianye Zhang Junxia

(China University of Geosciences, Wuhan)

Abstract The origin of low-angle normal faults is one of the important questions in the

study of continental extensional tectonics. There are a lot of arguments about the relation-

ship between the origin of low-angle normal faults and their geometry. So far, a number of .
models have been proposed for the origin of low-angle normal .faults on the basis of the meta-

morphic core complexes in the west of North America and other regions. In this paper. we

introduce and review three the popular models: the rolling-hinge model, trigering mechanism

of magmatism model and the stress guide model.

Key words low-angle normal faults, rolling-hinge model, trigering mechanism of magma-

tism, stress guide
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