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GENETIC CLASSIFICASION AND TIME-SPATIAL
DISTRIBUTION OF LEAD-ZINC DEPOSITS IN CHINA

Liu Ying Lu Fengxiang

( Institute of Mineral Deposits, Chinese
Academy of Geological Sciences)

Abstract

A review has been made concerzing the previous classification of
Pb-Zn deposits, and on thz basis of mineralization and the physical-
chemiczal as well us geologic-structural environments during the ore-for-
maticn, a teuavative classification is advanced by the authors, The Pb-Zn
deposits in China can be grouped into five main classes and further into
twelve genetic types, Each of these types is described in detail in this
paper for its geological and structural features, Of all these types, the
sedimentary-transformation and the hydrothermal Pb-Zn deposits seem
to be most important, totalling 88 percent of the whole Pb-Zn reserves
in China,

So far as the spatial distribution is concerned, the Pb-Zn deposits
in China can be probably divided into eleven “concentration areas” ,
where the Pb-Zn deposits of different times and different genetic types
co-exist, The mineralized features and regular distribution of such areas
are also illustrated in the present paper,

There are five minerogenetic epochs of Pb-Zn deposits in China,
Of them, the most productive are the epochs of Devonian-Permian and
Jurassic-Cretaceous and in these epochs they occupy two thirds of the

total Pb-Zn reserves in China,
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