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Explanation of Current Land Use Condition Classification for
National Standard of the People’ s Republic of China

CHEN Bai-ming*, ZHOU Xiao-ping?

(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China; 2. School of Management,
Beijing Normal University; Real Estate Research Center, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The new land classification system, i.e., Current Land Use Condition Classification
was issued as national standard for the first time on August 10,2007, which indicated the
progress of Chinese land use research and the rise of Chinese land management level.China had
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several land classification systems in the past, such as current land use classification system
formulated in 1984, land use classification for Chinese land use map (1:1,000,000), these two
systems mainly focus on farmland. There are two other classification systems for urban land, i.e.,
China’ s urban land classification formulated in 1993 by former National Land Management
Bureau, China’ s urban land classification and construction land standard formulated in 1991 by
the Ministry of Construction. With the acceleration of urbanization, it is time to establish uniform
urban-rural administration. Therefore, the Ministry of Land and Resources modified and merged
them into one uniform urban-rural national land classification system, of which the trial began on
January 1, 2002. Following its implementation, it is necessary to achieve perfection. That’ s why
this national standard was issued.For the better application, this paper completely explains the
new Standard. Firstly, the main content of this criterion is introduced. It includes two forms, one
is Current Land Use Condition Classification and its code, the other is the comparison between
Current Land Use Condition Classification and the three major types, namely, farmland, land for
construction and unused land in Law of Land Administration (1998).Comparing the new standard
with the latest one, this paper points out the improvement in the new one, and also points out its
problems. Finally, this paper puts forward some suggestions for these problems, especially the
transition of the new and the latest one, which will benefit the working- out of the detailed rules
of the new standard.

Key words: current land use condition classification; classification systems; National Standard



