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Fig.1 Early Paleozoic and Late Paleozoic palinspastic sketch map of the Central orogenic belt .
a—Early Paleozoic palinspastic sketch map:1-Plate ;2—Caledonian oceanic crust and island arc;3-~Caledonian median microplate;
4—Caledonian rift and aulacogen ; 5-Devonian foreland ; 6~Boundaries of the Central orogen;7—Tectonic unit;8—Caledonian suture;
9-Ophiolite ; 10—Glaucophane schist; b—Late Paleozoic palinspastic sketch map;1—Hercynian granite ;2—Plate; 3—Hercynian median
blocks; 4—Carboniferous oceanic crust;5—Permian oceanic crust;6~Carboniferous—Permian rift and depression;other symbols same as 1-a
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Fig.10 Gas anomalies along the Yexian—Nanzhang profile ™
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Fig.11 Metallometric anomalies along the Yexian—Nanzhang profile ®
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Fig.12 Numerical models illustrating different modes of mantle retum flow associated with continent—continent collision .
a=The continental lithospheric mande was subducted in a plate~like fashion;b—Fluid—like, symmetrical return flow with episodic drip—like pulses
Deformed tracking mesh shows accumulated strain and arrows are relative velocity vectors en

B3 E—EEHEN P EHRER KEERNBARNESER

Fig.13 P—wave seismotomographic, magnetotelluric and heat flow cross—section along the Yexian—Nanzhang profile
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Lithospheric structure of the Qinling intracontinental orogen

YUAN Xue—cheng, LI Shan—fang, HUA Jiu—ru

(Center of Research and Development, Chinese Geological Survey, Beijing 100037, China)

Abstract: The authors have constructed a2 new lithospheric structural model of the Qinling orogen by
reprocessing and reinterpreting the seismic reflection profile from Yexian to Nanzhang and integrating and using
the geophysical and geochemical data from seismic profiles for petroleum exploration, magnetotelluric sounding,
heat flow and gasometry. The following major structures of varying ages have been recognized for the crust under
the Qinling orogen: (1) crocodile structure formed by subduction of the North China craton beneath the Qinling
microplate in the Caledonian period;(2) negative flower structure composed of 2 number of huge thrust faults
centering around the Nanyang area formed by ramping—up, strike—slip motion and soft collision of the Yangtze
craton and Qinling microplate during the Indosinian—Yanshan;(3) a dome of crystalline basement consisting of
alternating orthogneiss and paragneiss formed after the Cretaceous; and (4) folded basement formed by nearly
transparent Proterozoic low—grade metamorphic strata, overlying the crystalline basement. After the Cretaceous, as
was the case with other areas in eastern China, a mushroom cloud —shaped structure was formed in the
lithospheric mantle under the Qinling area due to the uplift of the asthenosphere and the lithosphere was
reactivated, thus seriously affecting the tectonic evolution.

Key words: Qinling;lithosphere ;seismic reflection profiling ; gasometry ;magnetotelluric sounding; heat flow
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