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THE DISTRIBUTIONS OF NATURAL
DISASTERS AND THE DIV ISIONAL
DISASTER-COUNTERMEASURES FOR CHINA

GAO Qinghua
(Working Group on Disasters of China Sponsored by CSSTM , CSPC and CSETC,
Beijing 100029, China)

Abgtract : The gatial distribution patternsof the mgor natural disasters within China have been summed up
in this paper based on anayzing Chinese main mountain and valey spreading structures, controlled by the lati-
tudina , NE-—NNE, NW —NNW , and meridiona tectonic zones resulted from the various crust movements
dnce the Mezoic, and on analyzing its related geologic, climatic and ecologic environment features. Accord-
ing to thisanayss, the paper presents the redity that the distribution of the major natura disastersin China
takes, in the macro scope, the regularity as the region by region from East to West and the belt to belt from
South to North very obvioudy. After that , the primary distributing characteristics of the direct losses due to
naturd disastersin China ad< have been opened out , grounded on the study of the status of the hazards, on
the dendty, vaue and the vulnerability of the objects afected by the hazard , as well ason the ocia disaster-
reduction capabilities. The paper shows that the absolute direct losses within Eastern and Southern China are
much heavier than that of its Western and Northern parts, but the relative direct losses are rather higher inits
central areas and from there to the Eagt , to the West and to the North, the relative direct losses all decrease
gradudly. At the sametime, the paper d < pointsout that natura disastersin China have the characteristic of
increasng notably year by year initsfluctuant processesin the temporal change apect. According to these re-
markable regional diverdtiesin natura disaster distribution agect , the paper stresses strongly the point that
the divisona disaster-reduction strategies must be carried out thoroughly in China. In order to serve these
strategies, the whole China has been divided into 5 big disaster-reduction regionsin thispaper , which includes
the city area, the east coasta area, the centra area, the west area and the oceanic area, while the divisona
disaster-countermeasures gpplicable to these areas a0 have been put forward one by one, regectively.

Key words: naturd disaster; disaster distribution; disaster-reduction region; divisona disaster-countermea
sure



