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Zircon Dating of the Baiyinduxi Group in Inner Mongolia and
Its Tectonic Interpretation
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Abstract: A set of medium metamorphic clasolite exposing in the area, sandwiched by the Bainaimiao arc mag-
matic and Wenduermiao complex rock zones in the middle Inner Mongolia, is known as the Baiyinduxi Group.
Analysis of zircon (detrital grains) by using LA-MC-ICP-MS, sampled from the quartzsand stone of the group
indicates that the apparent age is dated by **Pb/**U technique, ranging from 294 Ma to 518 Ma and coinciding
with the zircon dating from the Paleozoic arc magmatite of the northern margin of the North China block. It is
suggested that the Paleozoic arc magmatite might be a sediment-source of the Baiyinduxi Group. Protolith of the
group is likely a set of forearc depositional sequence, forming throughout the process of both the subduction of
the Paleo-Asian Ocean floor and the Paleozoic magmatism, and was undergone with deformation and metamor-
phism due to orogenesis. Furthermore, obvious characters of the zircon samples showing magma genesis indicate
that the protolith would be weathered sediments of either contemporaneous or slightly early magmatites. In addi-
tion, the fact that the Baiyinduxi Group was intruded by the end-Permian granites suggests that the forming, de-
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formation and metamorphism of the protolith should tak

e place in the period from 294 Ma to 254 Ma. Therefore,

a collision along the Solonker suture zone should occur in the Early and Middle Permian.
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Fig. 1 Sketch geological map of the study area (modified from Zhou et al. {11)
(a) Tectonic map of middle Inner Mongolia; (b) Sketch geological map of Baiyinduxi district
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Table 1 U-Pb compeositions of clastic zircons in Baiyinduxi Group

WET  w(Ph)/10°° w(U)/10-5 FHL % i/ Ma
26 pp,/ B8y lo  RE% Ppb/U 1o BE/% pp/2EU o
B1-1 120 1249 0.0738 0.0010 1.36  0.5839 0.008 1 1.39 459 6
Bl -2 103 1282 0.0646 0.0010 1.60  0.4905 0.007 1 1.45 403 6
Bl -3 91 968 0.0744  0.0012 1.59  0.5940 0.008 9 1.50 462 7
Bl -4 86 945 0.0707 0.0010 1.46  0.5367 0.007 0 1.30 440 6
Bl -5 69 941 0.0657 0.0010 1.46  0.4956 0.007 6 1.53 410 6
B1 -6 64 585 0.0805 0.0012 1.52  0.6343 0.009 3 1.47 499 8
Bl -7 87 836 0.0763  0.0011 1.41 0.597 8 0.0095 1.59 474 7
Bl -8 78 622 0.0803 0.0011 135  0.6380 0.0118 1.85 498 7
B1-9 81 886 0.0743  0.0010 1.40  0.598 0.017 2 2.89 462 6
B1-10 62 855 0.0710 0.0011 1.60  0.5403 0.007 3 1.36 442 7
Bl -11 72 823 0.0754  0.0010 1.39  0.5947 0.008 6 1.44 469 7
B1-12 78 1330 0.0545 0.0007 1.31 0.4100 0.006 5 1.58 342 4
B1-13 80 1045 0.0622 0.0008 1.29  0.4738 0.008 6 1.80 389 5
Bl -14 74 1294 0.0466 0.0006 1.38  0.3808 0.0112 2.93 294 4
Bl -15 76 872 0.0717 0.0013 1.76  0.5542 0.008 8 1.59 446 8
Bl -16 68 801 0.0715 0.0011 1.58 0.551 2 0.009 4 1.70 445 7
Bl -17 71 826 0.0742  0.0013 175 0.586 4 0.007 8 1.33 461 8
B1-18 52 639 0.0714 0.0011 1.50  0.5502 0.007 9 1.4 445 7
B1-19 72 827 0.0742  0.0010 1.40  0.5950 0.008 5 1.42 461 6
B1-20 71 809 0.0718 0.0009 1.32 0.5596 0.009 0 1.60 447 6
Bl -21 74 614 0.0795 0.0012 1.55 0.642 1 0.0100 1.55 493 8
B1-22 70 975 0.0614 00011 1.76 0.4750 0.007 9 1.66 384 7
B1-23 82 850 0.0746 0.0010 1.36  0.5843 0.007 7 1.32 464 6
Bl -24 62 670 0.0780 0.0012 1.57 0.6134 0.009 2 1.49 484 8
Bl -25 73 1025 0.0630 0.0008 1.32  0.4876 0.010 3 2. 11 394 5
B1-26 88 774 0.0791 0.0011 1.40  0.6450 0.008 9 1.37 491 7
B1 -27 67 756 0.0748  0.0010 1.28  0.5904 0.007 8 1.32 465 6
Bl -28 76 790 0.0735 0.0010 1.38  0.5737 0.008 5 1.47 457 6
B1-29 63 758 0.0701  0.0009 1.33 0.5305 0. 009 3 1.75 437 6
B1-30 7 1116 0.0610 0.0011 1.81 0.475 6 0.007 5 1.58 382 7
Bl -31 53 646 0.0764  0.0009 1.20  0.5842 0.008 3 1.43 474 6
B1-32 60 689 0.0719  0.0010 1.39  0.5534 0.008 0 1.44 47 6
B1-33 56 688 0.0726  0.0011 1.52  0.5649 0.017 5 3.09 452 7
Bl -34 72 789 0.0785  0.0012 1.51 0.640 8 0.010 3 1.61 487 7
B1-35 76 800 0.0756 0.0011 1.48 0.593 2 0.008 3 1.41 470 7
Bl -36 66 809 0.0702 0.0011 1.63 0.5355 0.008 2 1.54 437 7
B2-1 35 323 0.0790 0.0012 1.48  0.6189 0.012 4 2.01 490 7
B2-2 106 1 300 0.0629 0.0010 1.60  0.4850 0.0099 2.05 393 6
B2-3 54 621 0.0657 0.0011 1.62  0.4934 0.012 1 2.45 410 7
B2 -4 17 135 0.0796 0.0013 1.57 0.6299 0.0208 3.31 494 8
B2 -5 16 o114 0.0827 0.0013 1.55 0.649 7 0.0315 4.85 512 8
B2-6 73 898 0.0652 0.0009 1.45  0.4920 0.010 7 2.18 407 6
B2-7 33 295 0.0768  0.0011 1.43 0. 606 6 0.0150 2.48 477 7
B2 -8 16 126 0.0763  0.0011 1.45 0.5958 0.0190 3.19 474 7
B2-9 47 704 0.0534  0.0008 1.46  0.4039 0.014 2 3.51 335 5
B2-10 75 768 0.0733  0.0011 1.49  0.5579 0.0106 1.90 456 7
B2 -11 39 330 0.0835 0.0013 1.55  0.6523 0.0127 1.94 517 8
B2-12 39 345 0.0783  0.0012 1.54  0.6192 0.0128 2.07 486 7
B2-13 24 275 00711 0.0011 1.60  0.5400 0.0179 3.31 443 7
B2 - 14 39 386 00772 00011 1.48  0.6028 0.0113 1.87 479 7
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( Continued) Table 1 U-Pb compositions of clastic zircons in Baiyinduxi Group
> » R & Lot 1/ Ma
MRS w(P)/10 (U0 e 1o RE% TeU 1o BE/%  PL/Y o
B2 -15 32 237 0.0837 0.0015 1.76  0.6629 0.015 2 2.29 518 9
B2-16 39 449 0.0707 0.0010 1.45  0.5453 0.0109 1.99 441 6
B2 -17 148 1040 0.0763  0.0011 1.49  0.5949 0.028 4 4.78 474 7
B2-18 31 277 0.0823 0.0013 1.55 0.6473 0.0120 1.85 510 8
B2-19 15 122 0.0771 0.0012 1.52  0.6130 0.025 6 4.17 479 7
B2-20 20 203 0.0716 00011 1.57 0.5604 0.017 1 3.04 446 7
B2 -21 81 694 0.0756 0.0011 1.46  0.6052 0.009 0 1.49 470 7
B2-22 37 444 0.0632  0.0010 1.51 0.4952 0.0113 2.29 395 6
B2-23 137 1059 0.0761 00012 1.58  0.5974 0.0109 1.82 473 7
B2-24 42 321 0.0789  0.0012 1.54  0.6341 0.0120 1.89 490 8
B2-25 95 880 0.0712 00011 155 0.5626 0.0122 2.16 443 7
B2 -26 110 1217 0.0647  0.0009 1.45  0.495 0.008 5 .71 404 6
B2-27 107 1051 0.0709  0.0011 1.51 0. 549 2 0.008 9 1.62 442 7
B2-28 24 230 0.0759  0.0011 1.45 0.603 6 0.014 5 2.41 an 7
B2 -29 29 275 0.0789  0.0012 1.58  0.6400 0.013 1 2,05 489 8
B2 -30 47 523 0.0716 00011 1.49  0.5633 0.011 3 2.01 446 7
B2 -31 28 328 0.0655 0.0010 154  0.4978 0.014 3 2.88 409 6
B2-32 121 1501 0.0627  0.0009 1.48  0.4698 0.0109 2.33 392 6
B2-33 118 1493 0.0618 00008 1.35 0.473 4 0.014 4 3.04 387 5
B2 -34 33 205 0.0749  0.0011 148  0.5974 0.0128 2.15 466 7
B2-35 12 %0 0.0797 0.0012 149  0.6416 0.027 4 4.7 494 7
B2-36 17 141 0.0773  0.0011 144  0.6296 0.020 6 3.27 480 7
B2 -37 21 168 0.0790 0.0011 1.45  0.6293 0.018 5 2.93 490 7
B2 -38 126 1259 0.0644 00012 1.87  0.5042 0.0110 2.19 403 8
B2-39 114 1385 0.0627 00010 1.54  0.4794 0.0112 2.34 392 6
B2-40 56 579 0.0719  0.0010 1.42  0.5645 0. 009 2 1.63 447 6
B2 -4i 68 697 0.0659  0.0010 1.57  0.4993 0.009 6 1.93 411 6
B2 -42 39 421 0.0719  0.0011 1.47  0.5628 0.0105 1.87 448 7
B2-43 98 914 0.0705 00012 1.66  0.5522 0. 008 4 1.53 439 7
B2 -44 51 455 0.07%62 0.0012 1.5  0.6212 0.010 8 1.73 4713 8
B2 -45 102 977 0.0712  0.0012 1.67 0.567 7 0. 009 2 1.63 443 7
B2 -46 54 458 0.0773 00011 145 0.6261 0.009 6 1.53 480 7
B2 -47 24 206 0.0776 0.0012 1.50  0.6202 0.019 1 3.08 482 7
B2-48 25 260 0.0567  0.0010 1.85 0.4427 0.0129 2.91 356 7
B2 -49 29 255 0.0761 00012 1.55 0.6099 0.0130 2.13 473 7
B2 -50 34 312 0.0757 0.0011 1.44  0.6252 0.0119 1.90 47 7
B2 -51 45 434 0.0760 0.0011 1.43  0.6200 0.009 8 1.58 472 7
B2-52 13 102 0.0767 0.0011 1.48  0.6144 0.0225 3.66 476 7
B2-53 103 1200 0.0631 0.0010 157  0.4879 0.010 4 2.12 394 6
B2-54 19 199 0.0716 0.0010 1.44  0.5599 0.018 1 3.4 446 6
B2 -55 15 109 0.0772 0.0011 145  0.6425 0.0255 3.98 479 7
B2-56 25 210 0.0759 0.0011 1.45  0.6296 0.014 8 2.36 471 7
B2 -57 41 379 0.0724 0.0011 157 0.5706 0.011 3 1.98 451 7
B2 -58 17 151 0.0713 0.00l1 1.50 0.5604 0.013 2 2.36 444 7
B2 -59 82 799 0.0724 00011 147  0.5824 0.008 3 1.43 451 7
B2 -60 153 1175 0.0713  0.0011 1.60  0.5648 0.009 0 1.59 444 7
B2 -61 21 178 0.0764  0.0011 1.43  0.6124 0.0135 2.20 475 7
B2 -62 27 270 0.0706 0.0011 1.54  0.5507 0.0127 2.30 439 7
B2 -63 26 287 0.0730 0.0010 1.41 0.562 3 0.011 0 1.95 454 6
B2 -64 67 758 0.0651 0.0010 1.59  0.4946 0. 008 7 1.75 407 6
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