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Abstract: A whole—rock *Ar—"Ar age of 0.81£0.21Ma was obtained for the North Pulu potassic volcanic rocks in the northwestern
margin of Tibetan Plateau. The rocks belong to shoshonite series and are mainly composed of shoshonite and trachyandesite. Geo-
chemically, they have coherent content of SiO, 53.08%~55.12%, total alkali 7.36%~8.04% and K,O/Na,O ratios 1.17~1.2. They are
significantly enriched in LREE and LILE (K, Rb, Sr, Ba, Th etc.) and remarkably depleted in HREE and HFSE (Nb, Ta, Ti etc.).
Elemental geochemistry, combined with high (¥Sr/%Sr); ratios  (0.7088~0.7089) and low &y ratios (—6.05~—5.54), indicates that the
potassic volcanic rocks were most likely derived from EM  type enriched continental lithospheric mantle that had been modified by
ancient oceanic subduction. Nevertheless, the ratios of Ti/Y, Zr/Y, La/Rb, Zr/Rb, K/La and Pb/La of the potassic volcanic rocks are
comparable with those of OIB (ocean island basalt), suggesting that the magma source might have undergone the process of metaso-
matism of asthenosphere fluid or the deep fluid overlapped the ancient subduction mantle wedge. The North Pulu potassic volcanic
rocks might have been the product that responded to the delamination of the mantle lithosphere beneath the northwestern margin of
the Tibetan Plateau during the Late Cenozoic continent—continent collision orogeny.
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Table 1 “Ar/”Ar isotopic dating results of North Pulu Quaternary potassic volcanic rocks
ST WOtk fig SAr(a) BAr(d) SAr(K) OAL(r) Agex20 Ar(r) ®Ar(k)
i ( Ma 1% 1%
CY-1(MME 2R 2A 425, t = 0.81 £ 0.21Ma; ta = 0.85 + 0.36Ma; t3 = 2.68 + 1.04Ma; t4 = 1.31 + 1.23Ma. MSWD=0.20
09G2117C 4.3 0.000037 0.000023 0.020652 0.000875 0.76 £ 0.80 7.32 5.45
09G2117D 4.6 0.000058 0.000035 0.041784 0.001802 0.77 £ 0.34 9.32 11.03
09G2117E 4.9 0.000072 0.000054 0.050639 0.002294 0.81 £ 0.46 9.61 13.37
09G2117G 5.2 0.000067 0.000034 0.042429 0.002032 0.86 £ 0.76 9.25 11.20
09G2117H 54 0.000042 0.000027 0.030606 0.001547 0.90 £ 1.09 11.03 8.08
09G21171 5.6 0.000025 0.000012 0.018981 0.001309 1.23£1.70 14.98 5.01
09G2117] 59 0.000021 0.000004 0.014443 0.000689 0.85+2.24 9.96 3.81
09G2117L 6.4 0.000018 0.000003 0.014525 0.001296 1.59 £ 1.92 19.63 3.83
09G21170 9.0 0.000027 0.000021 0.018612 0.001024 0.98 £3.37 11.22 4.91
09G2117P 11.0 0.000036 0.000026 0.024794 0.000796 0.57 £2.58 6.88 6.55
09G2117R 14.0 0.000068 0.000029 0.041831 0.000885 0.38 £ 0.85 4.18 11.04
09G2117S 16.0 0.000040 0.000024 0.028952 0.001770 1.09 £ 0.85 12.90 7.64
09G2117T 18.0 0.000031 0.000023 0.025064 0.001330 0.95 £ 1.87 12.51 6.62
09G2117U 21.0 0.000006 0.000000 0.005463 0.000400 1.31 £4.87 17.80 1.44
it it it iy ;AT V; 1.64x10™""mol/mV
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2 N ICP—-MS
Table 2 ICP-MS analyses of major elements, trace elements and REE
in North Pulu Quaternary potassic volcanic rocks
FE Cy1-1 CY1-2 CY1-4 CY1-5 CY1-6 CY1-7 CY1-8 CY1-9 CY1-10
SiO2 54.51 54.08 54.36 54.36 53.08 54.24 54.57 54.54 54.11
TiOs 213 214 2.29 2.26 2.38 227 212 211 218
Al>O3 15.50 15.46 15.74 15.75 1591 15.69 15.43 15.44 15.47
Fe0; 8.80 8.82 8.94 8.93 8.97 8.96 8.74 8.74 8.82
MnO 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11
MgO 4.22 4.21 3.95 3.98 411 4.00 4.28 4.18 412
Ca0 5.84 5.80 571 571 5.88 5.78 5.76 5.77 5.77
NaO 3.64 3.52 3.64 3.66 3.80 3.64 3.56 3.56 354
K20 4.27 4.20 4.30 431 4.24 4.27 4.25 4.29 4.24
P20s 0.95 0.95 1.00 1.00 114 1.02 0.90 0.89 0.97
LOI -0.37 0.27 -0.46 -0.49 -0.07 -0.40 -0.14 -0.06 0.23
Total 99.58 99.56 99.58 99.58 99.55 99.58 99.57 99.57 99.56
sz 49 49 47 47 48 47 50 49 48
Sc 13.4 131 12.8 13.6 11.6 12.2 138 12.9 125
Ti 12986 12684 13782 14099 14092 13118 13295 12575 12732
\% 147 140 147 161 126 144 144 140 148
Cr 71.8 66.3 46.2 48.9 319 47.4 69.3 67.1 59.7
Mn 969 943 944 966 945 922 935 937 921
Co 33.0 33.6 38.9 29.6 322 335 30.5 315 314
Ni 41.6 37.2 28.8 294 343 29.6 39.9 39.6 35.8
Cu 320 234 216 24.0 16.1 18.3 25.0 25.2 249
Zn 111 105 109 113 130 113 108 106 113
Ga 244 236 24.0 24.7 24.8 237 237 232 247
Ge 1.20 121 1.20 1.26 1.20 11 1.23 1.23 1.26
Rb 115 109 111 112 108 108 114 114 112
S 1157 1143 1192 1199 1410 1173 1142 1156 1145
Y 29.2 28.8 28.3 29.0 28.1 28.6 21.7 217 28.6
Zr 526 518 531 527 607 512 526 523 520
Nb 451 44.8 46.7 46.0 54.4 454 44.9 453 45.0
Ba 2127 2087 2156 2191 2467 2146 2089 2109 2107
La 132 127 124 129 158 128 123 122 128
Ce 292 282 275 285 351 280 275 271 286
Pr 32,6 311 30.8 315 38.8 311 30.3 29.7 312
Nd 1175 113.2 113.1 113.6 139.8 113.7 110.6 107.7 113.2
Sm 16.6 16.2 16.2 16.1 19.3 16.3 15.6 15.6 16.0
Eu 3.65 3.60 381 3.70 4.32 371 3.55 351 3.52
Gd 111 11.6 11.5 11.4 12.8 11.2 109 109 114
Tb 1.32 1.33 1.33 1.30 1.40 133 124 1.28 131
Dy 5.92 574 5.78 5.70 5.89 5.73 5.58 5.47 5.70
Ho 0.95 0.94 0.92 0.91 0.90 0.92 0.88 0.88 0.91
Er 2.39 2.35 227 2.28 221 232 2.34 222 229
™™ 0.34 0.33 0.31 0.33 0.30 0.33 0.32 0.31 0.32
Yb 2.08 2.03 1.92 2.00 1.79 194 194 1.83 195
Lu 0.31 0.30 0.30 0.31 0.27 0.29 0.30 0.27 0.30
Hf 10.26 10.09 10.09 1041 11.57 9.78 10.36 9.76 10.30
Ta 252 249 253 254 281 242 253 242 252
Pb 78.1 67.6 68.1 64.3 73.8 75.3 69.8 64.5 66.2
Th 19.6 19.2 194 18.3 20.7 18.0 19.6 18.8 18.1
U 3.32 3.32 3.24 311 3.39 3.07 334 3.16 3.06
TilY 444 441 488 487 502 459 479 454 445
ZrlY 18.0 18.0 18.8 18.2 21.6 17.9 19.0 18.9 18.2
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FEib Cvi1 Cy2-1 CY2-2 CY2-3 CY2-4 CY2-5 CY2-6 CY2-7 CY2-8
SiOs 54.58 54.09 53.57 54.12 54.17 54.32 55.12 54.37 54.16
TiOs 213 2.28 2.23 2.26 213 211 2.20 213 2.09
AlO3 15.42 15.71 15.54 15.68 15.42 15.46 16.14 15.57 15.37
Fex0s 8.77 8.95 8.82 8.96 8.76 8.73 8.54 8.74 8.73
MnO 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.11 0.10 0.11 0.11
MgO 4.25 4.04 3.98 4.03 4.21 4.26 3.80 4.15 4.25
Cao 5.79 5.78 6.06 5.81 5.96 5.87 541 5.83 5.99
NaO 357 3.62 3.56 3.61 3.52 3.56 3.40 3.60 3.55
K20 4.27 4.28 4.20 4.28 4.24 4.25 3.96 4.27 4.22
P»Os 0.89 1.04 1.03 1.04 0.97 0.95 1.01 0.96 0.94
LOI -0.21 -0.31 0.44 -0.32 0.08 -0.05 -0.10 -0.16 0.14
Total 99.58 99.57 99.54 99.58 99.56 99.57 99.57 99.57 99.56
M g# 49 47 47 47 49 49 47 49 49
Sc 13.3 13.2 12.6 12.4 13.2 13.0 12.2 13.3 13.2
Ti 12545 14025 13422 13338 12575 12685 13286 13218 12716
\% 138 151 143 145 141 142 142 149 142
Cr 74.6 47.1 47.3 48.6 68.1 72.2 45.9 66.2 72.7
Mn 972 955 937 891 931 945 931 973 940
Co 320 38.1 341 34.6 313 31.6 35.2 335 329
Ni 40.5 29.6 30.7 289 37.3 40.0 28.4 36.9 394
Cu 21.3 216 235 21.0 24.7 255 22.3 22.0 258
Zn 108 105 109 107 107 107 107 109 104
Ga 236 239 239 236 24.0 235 24.0 23.9 229
Ge 1.20 1.19 1.23 114 1.19 1.23 1.15 1.23 1.17
Rb 113 110 109 106 112 m 107 113 109
S 1145 1222 1219 1185 1180 1168 1215 1189 1137
Y 28.1 293 28.8 28.5 29.1 28.6 28.7 28.5 279
Zr 518 532 517 513 516 520 526 523 506
Nb 447 46.0 45.0 455 443 443 45.9 449 43.6
Ba 2128 2193 2166 2151 2100 2105 2170 2177 2066
La 125 130 131 129 128 128 129 129 124
Ce 276 293 293 289 288 288 291 286 278
Pr 30.1 322 322 319 317 315 321 314 30.5
Nd 109.4 117.7 1171 116.0 1151 114.4 116.0 114.8 111.0
Sm 15.7 16.7 16.6 16.5 16.2 16.4 16.4 16.3 15.7
Eu 3.67 3.70 3.72 3.60 3.61 3.60 3.68 3.64 3.50
Gd 114 11.2 115 10.9 118 113 113 115 11.0
Tb 1.29 131 1.33 1.29 1.33 1.29 1.30 1.32 1.26
Dy 5.72 5.80 5.85 5.55 5.90 5.68 5.61 5.77 5.53
Ho 0.93 0.94 0.93 0.91 0.93 0.92 0.93 0.93 0.89
Er 2.32 237 240 231 2.36 2.29 2.30 2.35 2.25
Tm 0.32 0.34 0.33 0.33 0.34 0.32 0.33 0.32 0.31
Yb 191 1.98 1.99 1.96 1.98 1.93 1.89 1.95 1.89
Lu 0.29 0.29 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.31 0.29 0.30 0.29
Hf 9.85 9.98 9.96 10.11 9.77 9.87 9.87 10.18 9.63
Ta 249 2.53 246 2.50 2.38 2.39 2.48 251 2.39
Pb 84.2 63.7 77.0 63.3 65.4 64.2 63.3 63.1 65.6
Th 18.7 18.6 17.9 18.5 18.6 18.4 17.4 18.8 17.9
U 321 3.12 3.02 3.05 3.16 3.25 291 3.26 3.04
TilY 447 478 466 469 432 444 463 464 456
ZrlY 18.5 18.1 18.0 18.0 17.8 18.2 18.3 18.4 18.2
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3 Sr—Nd
Table 3 Sr—Nd isotopic compositions of North Pulu Quaternary potassic volcanic rocks
FES ¥ Ro/Ssr F5r/%sr Fsr®sr) e/ Nd "Nd/M*Nd Tow/Ma e
CY1-1 0.287606 0.708912 0.7089 0.085456 0.512344 960 -5.73
CY1-6 0.221635 0.708908 0.7089 0.083413 0.512332 959 -5.97
CY1-7 0.266641 0.708865 0.7089 0.086664 0.512346 967 -5.69
CY2-3 0.258833 0.708870 0.7089 0.085935 0.512339 969 -5.83
CY2-6 0.254822 0.708834 0.7088 0.085205 0.512328 977 -6.05
CY2-8 0.277392 0.708792 0.7088 0.085286 0.512354 947 -5.54
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Fig. 2 *Ar/"Ar age spectra and inverse isochron age of North Pulu potassic volcanic rocks
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