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Abstract: With the aid of VIP Chinese sc2tech periodical fulltext database, the present paper systematically searched for the research
papers on shale gas in Chinese, analyzed the distribution characteristics of these over one hundred papers, summarized the research
units, research groups and foundation sponsorships, etc. involved in shal@gas researches, reviewed the current status of shal@gas
researches in China, and probed into the trend and development necessity of shal@gas researches in the future. The results showed
that firstly, shal@gas papers in Chinese are characterized by a limited number and a typical distribution of the initial research, indica2
ting an infancy for both the basic research and the exploration and development. Within a longer period of time in the future, the as2
sessment theory and methods on shal@gas resources will be the focus of the research, basic researches on geological analyses will be
highlighted, and studies on the prospecting wellRtesting and the related production and development measures including capacity sim2
ulation and fracturing will be gradually put on the agenda as well. Secondly, comprehensive analyses of geological conditions, reser2
voir elements and specific conditions of oiRgas provinces indicated that the southern region of the Sichuan Basin is more likely to be
the first pioneering experimental area for shal®gas exploration and development in China. Thirdly, the shal@gas research in China
will develop rapidly, end the exploring stage soon and trend to the commercial development progressively provided that the policy
fostering and fund support are available, key problems in scientific and technological researches are solved via persistent efforts, var2
eties of cooperation are expanded, academic exchanges are enhanced and personnel training is promoted.
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Table 1 Literature search result of shale gas papers with
VIP Chinese sc2tech periodical fulltext database
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Fig. 1 Temporal distribution of shale gas papers
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Fig. 2 Analysis diagram of papers research institutions and
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