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Present conditions and exploration prospects
of shale gas resource in China

Mi Huaying Hu Ming Feng Zhendong Liu Yu

( Southwest Petroleum University Chengdu Sichuan 610500)

Abstract: Shale gas is an alternative energy as an unconventional gas resource so its exploration and development are
attracting worldwide attention. At present the United States and Canada are first to enter the exploration and development
of shale gas but the shale gas exploration is still in its infancy in China. On the basis of reviewing the existed literatures on
shale gas at home and abroad the characters of the shale reservoir and the types of reservoir space were analyzed. Shale is
taken as either source rock or reservoir and shale gas mainly exists in shale by the way of adsorption and free gas so it has
a big difference from the conventional gas. The shale gas resources are rich in China and widely distributed in marine ba—
sins and terrestrial basins. The predictive resources is about ( 15 ~30) x 10”m’ so exploration potential is big. Because of
China’ s late start China still needs to speed up the exploration and development of shale gas to alleviate the pressures of
oil and gas energy’ s demand.
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