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Global Oil Shale Research,Development and Utilization Today

And an Overview of Three Oil Shale Symposiums in 2011

Li Shuyuan ,Ma Yue ,Qian Jialin

(China University of Petroleum, Beijing 102249)

[Abstract] In 2011 ,three major oil shale symposiums were held worldwide.There are significant oil shale re-
sources in the world,which is equivalent to about 4500x10% of shale oil,more than the world’s conventional
oil resources.Countries currently producing shale oil using the destructive distillation method include China,E-
stonia and Brazil.Estonia is building large industrial units using new granule shale distillation technology.Al-
though China holds significant estimated oil shale resources,only a small volume has been proven in place
so far.The country has in recent years stepped up its effort to explore for oil shale.China has also intro-
duced large industrial units using the granule shale distillation method and is planning to build pilot indus-
trial units using its own granule shale distillation technology.China has in recent years published a host of
monographs on oil shale and some colleges and research institutes such as China University of Petroleum are
being engaged in the research on the development and utilization of oil shale.The United States has more
proven oil shale reserves than any other country;however,the country has not yet started shale oil production
on a commercial scale.Many companies and colleges in the United States are conducting development and ba-
sic research into processing oil shale both underground and on the surface using the destructive distillation
method.Some developing countries such as Jordan and Turkey are strengthening the research on the develop-
ment and utilization of oil shale.The governments of these countries have enacted policies and strengthened
their cooperation with international partners in producing shale oil.Some countries such as Estonia,China, Is-
rael and Germany are using oil shale as fuel to produce steam for generating electricity.Estonia has a very
large oil shale—based power generating capacity ,about 3200MW ,which provides 94% of the country’s electric-
ity output.The shares of oil shale—derived electricity in total electricity production in other countries are very
small.

[Keywords] oil shale;shale oil;volume of resources;proven reserve ;geological prospecting;oil shale—based pow-

er station ;destructive distillation



