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Abstract; The Gabon coastal basin is the passive margin basin whose sedimentary cover includes the Creta-
ceous, the Paleogene and the Neogene. The sedimentary strata are divided into three parts: pre-salt strata, salt
strata and post-salt strata. According to the exploration status, post-salt petroleum system is mainly located in
the north of sub-basin and pre-salt petroleum system in the south of sub-basin. The paper compares the two sub-
basins in the fields of the geology background, petroleum geology parameter, size and the exploration potential.
The research result is that the key for the south sub-basin exploration is trap identification and the key for the
north sub-basin exploration is sand prediction.
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Stratigraphic column of Gabon coastal basin
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Fig. 2 Burial history of some well in the Gabon coastal basin
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Fig. 3 Pre-salt reservoir model in the southern sub-basin of Gabon
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Table 1 The comparison in the geology and hydrocarbon scale
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Fig. 4 Pre-salt prospect area in Gabon coastal basin
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Fig. 5 Post-salt prospect area in Gabon coastal basin
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