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PLEISTOCENE STRATIGRAPHY AND NEW FOSSIL
LOCALITIES OF SHIHHUNG AND
WUHO, NORTHERN ANHWEI

Youne CHunG-cHIEN AND Mincuen M. Crow
Ladboratory of Vertebrate Paleontology, Academia Sinica
(Summary)

The materials discussed in this and the four succeeding papers are discovered
and collected from 1952 to 1964 during the harnessing of Hwei River in the
districts of Shihhung and Wuho, northern Anhwei (fig. 1). The following five
stratigraphical units are known to occur in this area:

8) Uppermost or upper Pleistocene
Reddish sandy clay of Chi-tsu, Wuho (fig. 3),
4) Upper or middle Pleistocene
Purplish red vermiculating clay of Pokong, Shihhung,
3) Middle or lower Pleistocene Hsiatsaohwan Formation
Greenish and variegated sandy and marly clay of Hsiatsaohwan,
Shihhung (fig. 2), .
2) Early Tertiary(?)
Tilted variegated shaly clay of Hsitshaohwan,

1) Jurassic }
Brown and yellow sandstone with plant fossils.

Mammalian and molluscan fossils were found from units nos. 3) and 5).
The reddish loess-like sandy “earth’” occurs on the lower terrace near the villa-

ge Chi-tsu (as indicated by the circled-cross on the left side near the margin
in the accompanying map in the Chinese text). Pleistocene mammalian remains
and freshwater shells are found in the concretionary basal pa:t of the bed. The
faunuele is composed of Elaplhurus jenzisianus (Sowerby), Elephas, Pseudaxis,
Zamproz‘zda spp. etc.. The Chi-tsu bed may be a correlative of the Hsiashu
formation in the Nanking area or the Malan Loess in North China.

The most interesting and important Pleistocene unit known in this avea is

the lacustrine Hsiatsaohwan formation which is named after the type locality,
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Hsiatsaohwan (circled-crosses indicating fossil localities on the right side of the
map). The formation may be lithologically distinguished into_two parts. The
upper part consists of alternating layers of purplish sandy clay and variegated marly
clay. It has a maximum thickness of about 20 meters or more. The lower part
is dominantly of light greenish marl with hard whitish limy concretions, and
crops out on the banks of the Hsiatsachwan canal, its lower limit being un-
known. There is no distinct line of demarcation between the upper and lower
parts and it may be stratigraphically considered as a single depositional unit.
Fossils are found in both horizons. Results obtained from the quantitative
fluorine analyses of the fossils are about same for the materials from the both
horizons. The specimens from the upper part are very fragmentary and inde-
terminable except a turtle shell, Cinemys reveesii. The lower part is rich in
mammalian remains, the most important of which is that of Trogontherium
sinensis a form which is, newly named by Young and closely related to 7. cuvieri.
Other fossils includes remains of tiger, elephants, rhinoceros, deer, and turtles.
The age of the Hsiatsaochwan formation is tentatively considered as lower
Pleistocene. The formation may be a lacustrine equivalent of the Choukoutien
(Sinanthropus bed) cave and fissure deposits.

A fragment of well-fossilized human 'femur was also found at Hsiatsachwan
which indicates the first occurrence of fossil human remain in Eastern China.
Unfortunately its stratigraphical position is unknown.

The discovery of the fossiliferous Pleistocene deposits in the middle reach of
the Hwei River is of great paleontological as well as geological significance,
because this is first time that early or middle Pleistocene mammalian fossils are
known to occur in this area which is geographycally a key position in linking the
Stegodon -Ailuropus fauna of south China and the Simantiropus fauna in the
North. It also indicates that the late Cenozoic history of the Hwei Ho plain is
quite different from that of the North China plain as it was generally thought
before. We may gain a better understanding of the problem when the investi-

gation of all the material collected thereform have been completed.



