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A PRELIMINARY STUDY OF PLATE
TECTONICS OF CHINA

Li Chunyu(C.Y.Lee) *

Abstract

From an examination of the tectonic evolution since the beginning of
Phanerozoic, four palaeo—plates can be divided in China and the adjacent
regions. China plate lies in the middle, Siberia plate including Siberia Massif
and Angara—Mongolia Geosyncline along its southern margin in the north,
India plate including India Massif and the south Tethys Ceosyncline in the
southwest, and Pacific plate in the southeast. The three sutures between these
plates are the Junggar—Solon Suture, the Yarlung Zangbo—Indus Suture and
the Taiwan Longitudinal Valley Suture respectively(Fig).

The nucleus of China plate is the Tarim-Sino—Korean Massif, which
stretches through Chinese territory from west to east, and appears to be a
platform or shield composed of Archaean and Proterozoic metamorphosed
basement. To the north of the massif is the Tianshan-Inner Mongolia—
Hinggan Ceosyncline. Ophiolite belts are rather developed there in the folded
belt. Glaucophane-schist has has been discovered in the Upper Silurian for-
mation along the northern slope of Khaligtaun Mts. in South Tianshan. The ages

* This is a collective work written by Li Chunyu, Wang Quan, Zhang Zhimeng and Liu Xueya.
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Massif and Median Massif

. HFHiE, I . Tarim-Sino~Korean Massif,
M, ENEEHNERs (L% I . Yangzi Massif,
IV, EEARHRAE s, Il . Northern margin of I[ndian Massif,
V. SRR, IV. Jiamusi Median Massif,
VI, JEfdr e, V. Qaidam Median Massif,
R TR) R s AR Sk g o il AR 8 VI. Qiangtang Median Massif.
@ FI/RERE AR R, Subduction zone and Suture
@  MEWE AR A FONR e A A AR @ Altay Early Palaeozoic Subduction Zone,
® Fl—HELrEERRE A58, @ Junggar Late Palacozoic Subduction Zone,
@ FB ST E R WS B o A AR e fRF b s ® Solon—Hegen Late Palacozoic Subduction Zone,
©®  Rilrb A RAF S @ Nadanhada Early Mesozoic Subduction Zone,
B L — P T o A AR B AR v it ® Tianshan Late Palaeozoic Subduction Zone,
@ AP —ZRUS B A R B iR ® Yinshan—Tumen Late Palacozoic Subduction Zone,
%@—%%EE{JQ—:R&Q&{}HM%; @ Qilian—Qinling Early Palaeozoic Subduction Zone,
Wﬁ:ﬁdl%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁmm%(?)ﬁi%ﬁ%%: Qinghai~Qinling Early Palaeozoic Subduction Zone,
® BSiedE R ® Altun Late Palacozoic Subduction Zone (or Transform Fault),
@ ETEIVE E S b R oh A AT e ik 7 @ Kunlun Late Palacozoic Subduction Zone,
® ﬁjt‘—ﬁﬁﬂ%‘:ﬁiﬁﬁm%@ ifrs @ Hoh Xil-Jinsha—Ailao Early Mesozoic Subduction Zone,
® REEAT—ENE AR RS S, @ North Xizang=West Yunnan Late Mesozoic Subduction Zone,
@ BEFERREESS GELKE, @ Yarlungzangbo-Indus Cenozoic Suture,
AL ) @ Taiwan Cenozoic Suture (or Transform Fault),

<1 EBIR— — ST BRI 2

Depth fracture

2> BRATHRETS,
<8 Wi ZK—— BT,
A HBH——BEHRIT S,

<1»> Tan-Lu Depth fracture,

< 2> Deierbugan Depth fracture,

¢ 3> Lishui-Haifeng Depth fracture,
<45 Garzé-Litang Depth fracture.
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