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ENVIRONM ENTAL QUALITY OF ORE DEPOSIT —A NEW
RESEARCH FIELD OF GEOSCIENCES

Zha Yusheng

(China University of Geosciences, Beijing, 100083)
Abstract

For the sustainable development of humankind we must struggle for the coordinately
growth of mining production with environmenta protection. One of the ways to achieve this
amisto develop a new research field ——environmenta quality of ore degpost. The main re-
search topics of this new discipline are: (1) the environmenta quality of minera depost ,
namely the ore types, the concentration, distribution and controlsof toxic metals and minerds,
orebody structure and surficia changes; (2) classfying the ore depostsfrom the environmenta
pollution degrees and establishing the geo-environmenta model of ore depodt; (3) evaluating
the geo-environment of minera depost; (4) studying and exploring the new ore deposts and
new mineral reurce types with high economic-environmental quality. Facing the new centu-
ry , the economic geologists have to change their scientific idea and widen the research field. It
is valuable to change the aim of metalogenic study from' only for explorating new mineral de
podts to for expolrating new minera depostsand doing the basc research on mining environ-
menta protection’ .
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