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CMYK Color Code according to the Commission for the Geological Map of the World (CGMW),
Paris, France 

* Definition of the Quaternary and 
revision of the Pleistocene are under 
discussion.  Base of the Pleistocene is 
at 1.81 Ma (base of Calabrian), but may 
be extended to 2.59 Ma (base of 
Gelasian).  The historic “Tertiary” 
comprises the Paleogene and 
Neogene, and has no official rank.
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     The CMYK color code is an additive 
model with percentages of Cyan, 
Magenta, Yellow and Black. For 
example: the CMYK color for Devonian 
(20/40/75/0) is a mixture of 20% Cyan, 
40% Magenta, 75% Yellow and 0% 
Black. The CMYK values are the primary 
reference system for designating the 
official colors for these geological units.

Color composition by J.M. Pellé (BRGM, France)
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