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Fig.l Historical stories show that maps were used for decision making
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Fig.4 From original GISto VGE: the change of functions
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From Mapsto GlSand VGE

A Discussion on the Evolution of the Geographic L anguage
LinHui' Gong Jianhua® Shi Jingjing*

LJoint Laboratory of Geographic Information System, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Z|nstitute of Remote Sensing Applications, CAS, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: Geographic languages are very important medias for human beings to explore the
Earth environment and to exchange geographic information. In this paper, the evolution of
geographic languages and its characteristics are discussed based on the traditional maps,
computer aided mapping, GIS and remote sensing, and virtual geographic environments (VGE).
As the latest development of geographic languages, VGE is becoming a new type of geographic
language which is more convenient for its users. It will also alow the genera public to
participate in the decision-making related to sustainable development programs. VGE is the
virtual model of the regional physical and socio-economic environments, where the users of
geographic information pursue the experience of being personaly on the scene and of
understanding beyond the confines of reality.
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