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Abstract: Based on the index systam of carrying capacity of water reources and combined w ith the
definition, the conception of the three hierarchieson carrying capacity of w ater resources has been put
forw ard as the carrying subject of w ater resources, the social economic systen and ecological environ-
mental systam as the carrying object and the carrying levels asw ell as the coupling of subject and ob-
ject under reasonable distribution of w ater resources Set up four principlesof index system, thatw as,
purpose principle, verifiable principle, proper advancing principle and operative principle On the
bases of it, thispaper put forw ard the three hierarchies evaluation index system of carrying capacity of
w ater resources, and used this index systan to assess the carrying capacity of water resources in
Hainan Province The appraised resultsw ere consistent w ith the Hainan actual conditions
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