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Fig. 2 Disconformable contact relationships between the Lizhou Formation and the Late Triassic Qugasi Formation
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Fig. 3 Basal conglomerate of the Lizhou Formation and pebbly grit lenses intercalated therein
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Discovery of marine Jurassic strata at Muli Sichuan
and its geological implications

WANG Kangming LONG Bin LI Yanlong ZHU Ke

YANG Zexiang WEN Dengkui
Panxi Geological Party Sichuan Bureau of Geology and Mineral Exploration and
Development Xichang 615000 Sichuan China

Abstract Until recently marine Jurassic strata have never been discovered to the east of the Jinsha River—
Ailao Mountain junction belt in the Sichuan—Yunnan border region. Recently the authors have found
widespread marine Jurassic strata to the east of the Garzé —Litang junction belt at Wachang Muli
Sichuan  which contain such biological groups as the stromatoporoid Claodocoropsis mirabilis ~ the corals
Thecosmilia cf. Weberi Regny and Prate—thmos cf. discus and the hydrazoan Spongiomorpha cf. robusta.
This sequence of strata consists of terrestrial clastic rocks in the lower part and normal abyssal platform car-
bonate rocks yielding abundant stromatoporoids corals and hydrazoans in the upper part. At the base the
basal conglomerate of the sequence disconformably overlies the Late Triassic Qugasi Formation. The litholo-
gy and biological assemblage of this area can be correlated with those of the Jurassic strata of the Qamdo
massif Tibet. The Jurassic sedimentary basin in the area developed and evolved on the basis of the closing
of the Late Triassic Paleo—Tethys Ocean and with the opening and closing of the Neo—Tethys Ocean.
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