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Fig. 1 Simplified Precambrian Geology Map of China
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THE PROGRESSION AND EXPECTATION IN
PRECAMBRIAN RESEARCH OF CHINA

YANG Chun-liang, SHEN Bao-feng, and GONG Xiao-hua

( Tianjin Institute o f Geology and Mineral Resources, Tianjin, 300170 )
Abstract Precambrian geology is one of the most active branches of the modern geosciences and the Pre-
cambrian rocks are well developed and widespread in the mainland of China, in which the organic origin
and evolution were recorded from 3 800 to 543 MaB, P. , and rich mineral resources are contained. The his-
tory of nearly a hundred years of the Precambrian studies, their plentiful results and great advances are
briefly reviewed in this paper. The particularity and complexity of the craton crustal evolution of the main-
land of China during the Precambrian, especilly North China during Archaeozoic time are briefly discussed.
A correlation with the cratons of the other regions in the world is made, pointing out the importance of the
Precambrian geology in the study of the geosciences, especially the supercontinental convergence and
cracking and the division of the metallogenic province, which have become the hot points of the studies all
over the world. Based on these, an imagination and prospect for work on the Precambrian geology during
the 21st century is proposed.
Key words Precambrian geology, supercontinent, converging and cracking, metallogenic region subdivi-

sion, China
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