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Geochemical spatial distribution of mercury in China

WEN Xue-gin"?* and CHI Qing-hua’
1. College of Earth Science and Resources, Chang’an University, Xian 710054, China;
2. Applied Geochemisiry Research Center, Institute of Geophysical and Geochemical Exploration, Chinese Academy of Geological Sci
Langfang 065000, China

Abstract: Abundant reliable analyzed data and maps of mercury in rocks and loose sediments have been cumulated
from 1980s, which offers evidence to analyze geochemical spatial characteristics of Hg. As viewed from spatial
distribution, background value of Hg in soil and sediment rises gradually from northern China to southern China,
and from western China to eastern China. Value of Hg shows low background in western and northern China where
is mainfy arid desert or semi-arid desert, loess, high cold mountainous areas. And the value of Hg is high in eastern
and southern China, especially in low-temperature mineralized area in the karst areas of southeastern Yunnan,
western Guangxi, Guizhou, western Hunan, and value of Hg gets to peak whether in rocks, soils or sediments.
Generally, mercury contents between rocks, soils and sediments have inheritance, which show corresponding
relationship in spatial distribution, and mercury contents between soils and streargi sediments are close. Meanwhile
siream sediments and soils can enrich more Hg than rocks. “

Key words: mercury; background value; element spatial distribution; rock; soil; sediment; China
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E ;1986 ~ 1990 FERESABHEBXRTE “&
H @I E RET R RE T 4095 IR 4 55|
T8 25 11500 #FHE 5 5R 1 S50 2 B84, 43 310°F 1990
FERRTPEAFEH +BOFEREND 61 F it
ENESEEEME ™ M 1994 56 T b A BRI
B B ERITTR T FEE 5 1992 ~ 1995 4E R H
B R EERMMERTE “PERTX R LT
LRFEEWR"WR “LEAE R ENES
S HEFEMIREE S RS T 2718 FE RS
B HTRE (28253 R AR ) AT 529 RIZ PR
NBYEERENK 16 /i 63 M TEN ST RE
&, K18 TRAEA IR Mk 18 B T A [ 28R 8 A
B U B 5B ER AR R BB A DT B
AR 2002 ~ 2003 FEH X PR R E T
EMHSARPR LT “PEBREFTCREER
HEHH5HR”FAPEATHTE

RBENZEMRRMESR, XXRGBEISHBIRKL
% BB MR A SRS R PR R R A
BEEMB X, FRYSRA KRG K &
S HMP R R B ERNRRIKE,

ARTE F E LY Y =S (8]0 A

EAERAFENBLRITER, REKRILEY D
WEBLH —HRERBHMRAY: . XML
HEMRAETM SR EL, B 20 H4 80 4F
AU, —BFEH OV Rigk k32 T P B KR Bt
AMAFBTARD T RO SRR,

HEARIBRYHRYETRMERN 69 ng/g, ¥
Jeky T B X P R A 2L X AR LR T B3R
EXHKREFREMRT2EKFE, 45105 14 ng/g.

1

S5EAMEAR” B, mH T £1 HEFBEMABRUHRHEHEE (ng/g)
BIFERENKT 60 FILEN T ER Table 1 Average contents (ng/g) of mercury in different types of sediments in China
A A bR 22 E 67152002 ~ 2005 PO R FRRD BE¥ AM GM M
S Z R IR R T e I PEARIRY 44422 69 36 36
LB “HE A A H CHR(1] FRFEX (F) 3114 14
g ) % X

srammanmRm £ U oo
?E%ISE{ESFE\VAW%E\ LHF XCHER[1] FFRRHERK (4) 1610 12
FCEIPRRIFTWFERE  pmi ke e (et 40) 6418 2
8 FH A A BR VL = AWM P IR IR Y R[] BBEELEBK (K ) 12048 62
85 Fkm* TEEINRGEREMOWHT XER[1]  HBE(FEH) 2995 142
517 B EGTEE CRPERE R 150 ~ XHER[1]  RIFTARX (W) 1190 46
175 em) i%gﬁé#[ﬁl 18] , HAETAE XHk[1] LR A X (PE7) 1183 45

_ XER[91 FEHREIRY 286 25 25 24
&R AW 70 %ﬁ[i% 9 2 o CHR[9] bR 44 36 35 36
1601994 47, i@ — FISE " B BN T XRIO]  HWHEWY 63 24 24 2
286 F A R FEHEHM P EREIRY XHRI9]  AKETEW 83 25 21 19
e 26 R o BT Y B X9l  HEBUAY 93 27 23 2
B, RETHERREREERE XHRI9] i MEVLEY 26 130 107 131
WH 63 MTENTEHEE, 520 3‘62[9] e 15
#4270 ERMNREBITRL 10 ST .
RAFAEE, LAHRIABRIE XHR[10] FEZETEIIRY 520 72 42 40
REITEERAE 2~5 ng/g; XER[10]  ERERNEY 520 76 41 44
JE DA U 33 85 3548 0 OB BT & XHI10]  HEWBW 520 50 32 31
P, AR LIRS EEIEN x#ki10] FEREZRTFEIRY 251 21 17 16
BERMNERAEMARSEEDE Ek[10] FHBARXIWTERERIEY (15 7 km?) 1666 9 8 7

XER[10] HHHEL WY (3 77 km?) 300 10 8 7

G M TR A 5 5 TB] 4 A AR AIE o AR SO
BB BA X SR AR, X
RIEPFEAKRIIBEY . L AL
#Y 25 (8] 3 A AL REAT X AT 5T

¥ AM R GM S BUOR RIS B2 39E S 2 AmEE B2 M— R BB E WHE AT HHE
RULATF 3948, M o FUR B 9 b AL P B R HA RSN ARTHRY S &G —1
BB —4 1225000 BIE (20 &AM 8030) W& RFSE; FEZEFRIBY KN
A REMRETRY ) FIE
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16 ng/g Al 12 ng/g, HEEH KR FEFHHEK
5, M AKX R 46 ng/g, B LKA X Ky 45 ng/g,
RAIREBXEEEF, 5 142 ng/g, AMER
RIZEKILEBR X E &N 62 ng/ g

HEKRTIRY R MR E R, ROE
REBRAMABERABHERR. ddumERETt
R EE . BAESEAEE. S TR S
BB X B~ HHLA 50 77 km® FIRTEK
T 80 ng/g HIMIERAL IR, AL T BRI 0
B B3N AT T T IR & B AT R 3K 7600 ng /g WESH,
EREEILVTFNG FHEEEHHRE - REIL.
A BRI AR SR 45 & W IR TL IR R A B P
BRMEBRRGE &H W REEA LR, RER
BFRIRKSEERHREN, HEALRSEEER
SR,

FE.FEHR. AR TR, ETRERE
X, R EHD, ERED,ZREX, RN K&

2 KA E P EEE A

FEEESEREBEERE (R2H ARLH
BARFHE) DA E L EARREETRER O
xR, PEELKES HE.HWN B
G 58 AR AL AL IR B N B R TR R I S B K,
PHALAIRREBE o R 13 ng/g. KRR L 18 ng/g, TH
FMPE LR 19 ng/g, LI EELPRERN
27 ng/g; M4 R EBEBHREBEELE
K 65 ng/g, MARNHBERRBEREEN 49
ng/g, b, RILHIZER S RN 53 ng/g, P H
BEPREERN 71 ng/g, LIV ERXKE L FR
TRHN 4T ng/g MR - EHMXREBIPEE
w5, AT - THR R B A4 5 102 ng/g M
78 ng/g, TR BT R X FKRE L PR
T34 BB T 52 183 ng/g” |

FRINEMEEBERX, F1
BAG, EITER T AR
RN ER IR R, BT

x2 FEFREBTERRHYTFHESE (ng/g)
Table 2 Average contents (ng/g) of mercury in different types of soil in China

AM GM M

i =}
ﬁ%*biﬁt?,Kﬂ?%ﬁ@% g b B £33 BB Cm/am) (CR/AR) (CE/AR)
%, HMRHERTRIERK, XHR[2] PELEEYRE ~12000  44/65 26/40 25/38
EPEXEBX AROEET R XER[2]  AREEA (FdL) 10/13 6/10 6/9
HX, MAEREKBEMSL TS XER[2] KL (L) 14/18 9/14 9/12
[Z:\ m%m%gﬁ%%zﬁyﬁ XHER[2] VgL (W) 21/19 18/17 19/17
N XER[2]  EEEREORIL) 40/49 33/42 30/39
D=l STR=A
TRA, F%Fﬁaj(, oz Rt CHR[2] AR (4L kL) 55/53 36/28 37/39
A, BEIBYHR L8RS, XER[2]  EESL(%E4R) 24/27 15/21 14/20
KB EER, MRAPERNE XHR[2] Bt (%) 33/40 22/28 21/26
FEMEKX, XHER[2] W (BRTERR) 26/41 19/32 20/33
EREEZKEELEY XER[2]  EARE(EE) 48/71 33/39 31/44
XHR(2] EE(ER.THR) 99/102 76/90 76/86
37 [10]
IR 39 & BN Zl‘ng/g > XHR[2] (4R V) 62/78 44/66 44/69
T B R 2 AR R 2l R SER[2] AR (%R TEE) 55/56 38/47 35/44
YRR T840 5% 76 fl XERI2] AR+ (EREETEK) 71/183 517127 51/128
50ng/g®, PLBAMEE BRI, CHR[8] P ERET R LM 517 25
FGAFETHEE NETH im fgg » =
¥ 37 a N
ﬁﬂ:ﬁ@ﬁ*g’ UL R T2 XH#R[8] HEETE 219 20
EREHTR,FHH 15 ng/g XHRIS]  HEAH 12 25
80 ng/g 1 93 ng/ g, P E KM KR8]  KIL=fEHM 57 29
DB, s TR R T X#kis]l  ILWCEIR 38 48
WaRREA, HgEay R BEETE o s
’ A XS]  HI=AW 10 87
KRTPHESENRABER—
BAGRAO TTEA T SRS e AV GM AR BIE S T S 2 AR 22 2 A — MR K SR A5 AL
_ N N MPHE, MAESBBRBENFAE; PEERETEIBYNEIEEMEEIRY ®
B B o Y M LA 1 R -8 niT

BHE o B AR IR L R S A BB WP M, REE M AR A B LSRR E

TR EIX 130 ng/ g, % 0~20 cm, CREHERBEEE Y 100 cm BUF,
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BEL, PEHEAEAERSESTREN
fER . NFEIL IR RS 2 BB S S e B
S E el b N i e e iR S A S TR
K h A e S R N R o G P = I e | A A Wi B
L EE A LHEYE.) B ANEFEX,BRYE
R=EX,

FEAR TR L EREEE O HREH, K=
WFES, R AR LB RN EAREEZR S
BE

BARE, HERERA, S5RESHWEEIRE
5B, REBHBEE, I EA B8R E
MR LK EEE L, HRSBERA 13 ng/g M
18 ng/g, M4 HE P BE KB & B B0 A0 B A 4T 38, 5%
FEEIL 78 ~102 ng/go

WA, SANEMEHERREE N L ESRE
BRI ER, REBWEE . MER ERERKRE
TR EBREN 183 ng/go

FaTh R, ZEMERNERETWHBX LEREY
SRS, BRI RGESFEWRIERW
KITH A X, MBI =AW (87 ng/g) . B FHHF
J& (75 ng/g) % LR & B PP A RR L%
MRABE(3~19 ng/g) ERBL,

A, KRKHELERZEFIERPREEEME
M, BEFEESXN BT Y RE AR
WEWITREBMEL, BRESS, KOHBX, +
By Y R, BB, 13
B AR E, MBI TR GEME, WRL

REHT —MEEEM,

3 RESRATHIM

ERAA % WA p AT A K HiA & BT 330
Fkm WEIARET 28253 A A RS, HER
2718 HhiEd, SRR REUE . Rk R R T
SHFE, UESMEREENER SR RE
YERHTERERE B TERENREERE. R
GRETHERBARBEEL . RE—Z Kb
EHRTERER JIHEE AR Kb 5ot
WEPRRNTHETE, HURFE KB ELTHR
MBS AREASBAR LIRS EREBHEREAN
IBCEHERB THRBEAMTEE (£3), HP
AR AR E AR 1:50 T REEBN, #
JB o R [ 1 AR Bl 0 T R 4 B T 3R A8

FEOREF S50 SRR A 2] G4 1) AR 11
43 BIRIEFTER 5236 14 i1 T 3360 14 Wi I 2145 44
B 6040 A ARSI, BE THEBELES
K Bo T8 WL EMRMHERTEER
FRME (R 3)HETXH, R 3 PRIFIE T HE
ARERUS B8R B HR (R A b v B op U AL U i
LIRS MK RIS L E R S BEE,

RIBRERA, RFESHATHHEER, RHR
ZI - RHILEBLFNG FHERNEE, WHEH
ERPREGEBRM, PERIAR KD EHEITTH
LR ER. SREREREBEAMRERNE

£3 TEUHRERBE KRRTAWHLHOFRFE (ng/g)

Table 3 Abundance (ng/g) of mercury in the exposed rock crust, stream sediments and soils in China

BERORM KRR WAtH AEEm iR SR mew  cRam
XER[7, 12] o R 13 15 9.4 52
CERI7, 12] PISENE - HBE WL 12 9.9 u 32
XHRL7, 12] v & 8.9 13 6.5 27
3CHRI7, 12] U - R RE LA 27 40 12 39
XHER[7, 12] BTG (RH) 20 23 14 71
XER[7, 12] E R 6.6 9.6 6.2 90
XHRE11, 2] et 11.7 15. 4 14/17
XHk[11] P (ERR 8 13.2 15.1
XHk[11] M AR AR 12.0 14. 4
X#R[11] B HARR 14.5 14.9
HRI12, 16,2] i 14 35 27/37
CHR[13, 2] #ic 30 80 59/86
3CHR[14, 17, 2] HM 96* 123 188/110

Mo W TIBERRARYE SCRR (14 142 400 ST £ 4 R Bl 20 A 28 M0 88 B ORI T 390 & B AR P39 18 80 By o
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BYHEER, HpURW% - KPR FhE
(R) RFEERS, RIH BN R B oo sk
BORMR R PEARI. LT WL RMKRITH
P LERSEES THR AR EEREAY
RE, MFBKRVIPYRSEMNMESTEALTR
FHME

RIFETREFERBAR K birEHT
WERMEANAETR P EERENTERRS
ARLEMRUZERYE, PEARBR - KA&E
IR R EILE ., BREREILNTREAERTEN
B R, BRI T E S L R T
BERIWTEFERTHLIEEREIRSEN
BER,RAWEEE G A NIRRT,
T H Al K g 15 BT M R IR S BW P HERA
=

M EA UG R RN EERE R R EE
W, RMAEBEERETRERMK (<10ng/g),
AAERA 10 km®*; TEAE PR - KEGRY R #
FAARILE - - —FHEEREEBES (5100 ng/
g), AL 3 T km®; T 5 HoAth b X B B R
HRTE 10 ~100 ng/g ZIE, 43 EHLA 13 7 km?,
RMEEERERMELA N 96 ng/g, APEERIEE
BEABTREEN 7TEF,BMAEARTR. RN,
RMAEE KRG M LR AT R,

5RMHENZBEAREN. S HAERAHEE
5 5 M [F 8 T 42 5 ML B R S b G IR R
B0, KRR LEPROE T REW
R RHEENRERTEN,

WA, BB FHEABEEZNER -8B - kY -
RH—-ZEAFPHWREBLRAB ST RME, TE
EHTAEFOHER . BRL ERANM - BLAEERS
BHTFHEABEZILBN—EDRRKS .. RARE
MERENERNROAERY, B TXREATHER
FHR, SREXBEAREARNETR, Kam
HREITRE. B. ), KREF. ¥, i, BEHES
50000 km? [*-201

4 SHh5ie

4.1 HA IR KRZNRUZEARSEFSHBXR

RIEFEER . LERUKR IR B H07 %
B, EARBRMEENEAH T =EZHHFENE
MR XR, REAOTRIBNRMEERET

+HAKRTRY P REBOFE, EEETYE
WREAKNFEABLENEERRE T ERELME
TRIEABIETENRE, BRI
BYNESRESTEA, MEETHETR/MY
FE PRI, RAREAG TR B EEN
B, B ERAKRABEYHNREBERS TS
o RREBHERLET, LBAKRABYER
BRI B M — B

s [ A [R5 R IX 197K 28 LB 5 E A ek 7+ 88
RSB N —BOFE HALRIEE . MG IR A
Hagh, MTALT R EIX A R TR S
KR, BHESELRKGKRATEY S8
+ R BMEERR MK R SRR
HEBRNR KK RTEY 55, AREHTH
&1 E B B R MK RTS8k, Ak
AR: Zo |

# A MBI 2 FH R & R SR,
— Bk, NEALCRLE KRREYE A B+
B, REEBWHEE., MEHAE - SRR - 5
M- WHEEREE P RABEER, AKRIBYH
PRI, TR R
RHEAPREABEER, KRABYH 8P
I HEE R,

(B R A AR M SR BB M DUV T S M,
EAWREE (11.7 ng/g) BTHILHE (8.9 ng/
g) ARG (6.6 ng/g) , (LHHE HBAIK R
B RS B ENBE(14 ng/g) X EERE N
PFREFREER AREN TR SR,
RRHA, BEHREN, AT RORE, B8EA .
HHRKRRY P RS BER BT, Tk
HHEERERNRERBKRS S, RERBAS
W, RS EESTNPERITET
WA 0 X + R ST IR AR

B, 75425 ERIL S HIIF S BRI 22 B 5
+HFEFRIPHE, —EEA R R S
— WA R A R o T 2 A IR 43 A I M LA
I FRIEMAREIAT A BRI RE, BETS
R KB B KRR i
TREEBERL, XEXRSERARSBREE TR
BMEKLHE, KERRBEYMBETENSEELE
B

v R A 5T KR UTBA LR E
B (32 3)% W, RBATEA HEANTRY b, 15
AR PRGBS RANBEMEAN 9
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BS54, REBRMNRAESABRENFRER T
7 B R B SR R A W A B SRR e B b AR ULAR
Xt R 58 R FR R R R AR

A5k, B ARTTE S T IR S X MR BT 5T
ZH L, ER—-REBEL L, RERNL PR RMERE
TR RARE WAL, RS B A SR
BTRANRM, ROBYSESEATENIK
EHRT 1, MAREIRYHHKEBBREEN
Btk RATUEREREENEE,

4.2 HEBHOGZRALRSERIFEHERE

ZEARBHE . SN, TR R W R A
HERAREE, BgREa . LEERKRIRY, R
NEARNEER, MELRAR B 0. 8. 1%
TRMEE R, 53X B0 E B KRR IR R
BAYIE

GAGRBEY BABERAL R, REELE
HRRI IR & - B MER T R R
MEP XMKMPHTH, FHEHIEHEELKR
MOT IR BRI B0 LB R BRI BE™  , shsh
A MES - R MERASFRET R, REH
FEORABERK 2T Fr o R R e B 8
A BERE A 5 LU R RIR AR . R
T REZ ALY, R BEERXKBANRE
AL R A, XS RERENREA
LB A EAR— 3 BIRRY, FAEEHREKER
B IR 25 5 A AR TC R A AL e L AR
ERANGE IR EREE .. BRIERT A H TR
Ro MEBMEPERT R, HSNREHIH
—ii, KFAWRT — BRI SR P RE
IR PR PR AT S AR A KSR L B R 5y
H, AR P E “RER" X (R, TR
) ERLHE LS — R E R T HRERR

Vi B AR BB R RO o
5 & ®

FEEAMLE, KRVIBYHRERTEN
HuBR A2 [ 4 A R B, R A A R ERUK R TTR
Y Z B RA 2R, I 2 BRI RIR R, 1A
RUIBYBEABENEEK,

REPEAFMERUKFTEERERHTA
Wl 72 R T B/ T AR AL B T R B
BX ¥ TRERX ., R XL, Tigs

A LBEERAKRTIBYHRADROBEER(~10
ng/g); EPFEBEWEPENRBAERERAH
BHAB X, REEAFHRSEANBEER,H
TEMKRIIRYFHRTERBPEER (~30
ng/g); MAE EZBARBH SMRE . T EH
WHEERMERAER, TeRea . 2 RER KR
NBYPHREBYEARER (> 60 ng/g), 35
3 B3 A B o B oK BRI R R & o
REPIFEX T A FHE SR R EN
BREPES D Rk R A R A EER
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