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Table 2 Analytical results

of zircons from the pillow basalt
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Fig. 7 U-Pb Concordia diagram of zircons

from the basalt
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Abstract

Basalt at Qiashikansoy on the northern margin of Altun Tagh, western China, occurred in pillow, gas

holes and almonds structures, and usually had ophitic interstitial texture under microscope. It might be

formed in an oceanic island environment, as shown by the features of petrochemical components, REE

patterns and other trace elements of the basalt. Because the grains from the basalt are too small to be
analyzed by SHRIMP, they can only be dated by the TIMS method. The zircon U-Pb age of 448. 6+ 3. 3
Ma may represent a compression setting of the Altun fault. The basalt, serpentinized periodtite, gabbro,

silica rocks and silt rocks were separated by faults. These rocks appeared as slabs in cross section, and
they constitute a substandard ophiolite. Both the geology and geochemistry and the age of zircon U-Pb
dating of the ophiolite provided new evidence for the research of the tectonic evolution of Altun Tagh.

Key words: Altun Tagh; pillow basalt; ophiolite; zircon U-Pb age
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