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Desrts n China and their M anaganent Over theLast 50 Y ears

WU Zheng
(Institute of Geanorphology and Quaternary Envirooment Research, South China Nomal U niversity, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: The Desert Prevention and Control Team of the Chinese A cadamy of Scienceswill have been estab-
lished 50 years ago inMarch of 2009 In this study, new advancements in the evaluation of deserts and their pre-
vention and control in China are discussed in detail These advancements include better understandings of integrat-
ed investigations of deserts, wind-blovn sand movement, aeolian sand landfoms, the fomation and ewolution of
deserts, aswell as the prevention and control of sandstoim disasterson famlands pastures, industrial and mining
areas, and highways Furthemore, we discuss the rational exploitation and utilization of water, land and biological
reurces in desert regions, the gpplication of modern techniques developed in studiesof deserts, and their preven-
tion and control In addition, the studies conducted to evaluate deserts and their prevention and control since estab-
ligment of the Desert Prevention and Control Team of the Chinese A cademy of Sciences are reviaved M oreover,

the primary achievanents that have occurred as a reqult of the studiesof deserts and their prevention and control are
discused These achievaments are as follovs (1) Conducting integrated investigations of deserts and the desert
prevention and control experimentsover a long period of time has generated awealth of data; (2) Many advance-
ments in the understanding of wind-blovn sand movement and air-sand mixed current have been made; (3) The
understanding of momphological features and the fomation, ewolution and distribution of aeolian sand landfom s has
been greatly increased; (4) Some high-level achievaments regarding desert fomation and evolution, aswell as fun-
damental studies in various subdisciplinesof desert research have been accomplished; (5) The prevention and con-
trol of sandsiom disasterson famlands, pastures, industrial and mining areas and highways are now receivingmore
attention in China; (6) Several projects evaluating the rational exploitation and utilization of water, land and bio-
logical resources in desert regions have been conducted; (7) M any modemn scientific and technological methods are
currently being applied © studiesof deserts and their prevention and control
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