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Abstract: Unlike the conventional concept of hydrocarbon in fractures, the current definition of shale gas is the
absorbed and free gas accumulation that exists in mudstone and/or shale layers with autogenic gas. Gas accumu-
lation in shale is of many particular geological characteristics, some of which are self-generation and self-reser-
vation, absorption accumulation, subtle aggregation, and so on. Exploration and exploitation for shale gas have
achieved great success in USA in which shale gas has become one of the three economic types of unconventional
gas with pervasive exploration value and profitable industrial exploitation. Many basins and regions in China are
of favorable geological settings for shale gas, and the research on shale gas develops quickly. In contrast with
the geological condition in the eastern USA, the southem China has the favorable geology conditions for shale
gas exploration. It is important and significant to research and explore shale gas in China.
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